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St. Mary’s ministers to multicultural community

By KATIE LEFEBVRE
Globe staff reporter

STORM LAKE - St. Mary Parish brings
together a multicultural community in
Storm Lake.

The parish consists of about 820 Anglo
and 150 Hispanic registered families.
Cultural groups represented in the parish
include Sudanese, Micronesians, Laotians,
Guatemalans, Brazilians and other Hispanic
speaking countries.

“There was an influx of Hispanic families
before I came,” said Father Bruce Lawler,
who became pastor at St. Mary’s in 2003. “It
has been pretty stable since I came. The
Anglo population is very stable.”

He said the multicultural aspect of St.
Mary’s is unique from other parishes he has
served at. Father Jeremy Wind, who is finish-
ing his first year at St. Mary’s, works prima-
rily with the Hispanics and does general
parish ministry.

Ministries

St. Mary’s offers many ministries and
activities for its parishioners. These include
religious education, confirmation program,
sacramental preparation, St. Mary School,
RCIA, Bible studies, Knights of Columbus
and Ladies Guild. Most of these ministries
are offered in English and Spanish.

Father Lawler said it is important to offer
these ministries because there is “a need and
desire to help them grow in their faith.”

“The more connected people feel to a
parish, the more ownership they have in it,”
said Cary Brown, director of faith formation
at St. Mary’s.

St. Mary’s is clustered with St. Joseph
Parish in Schaller.

Teaching the faith

At St. Mary’s, parents have the choice to
either send their children to St. Mary’s
School or to religious education classes.
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The school accommodates preschool
through 12th grade students. According to
Father Lawler, there are 325 students
enrolled for the 2009-2010 school year.

“There is no better way to pass on the
faith than through a Catholic school - to be
able to shape the whole curriculum around
Catholic values,” said the priest.

There are about 500 kindergarten
through 10th graders who participate in the
religious education program, noted Brown.
They meet on Wednesday evenings in two
shifts - from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. and from 7
to 8 p.m.

“I went from having 175 students to hav-
ing 500 students in two years,” said Brown,
who has been the director of faith formation
for 10 years. “We invited the Hispanic fami-
lies to join the program.”

The program features various service proj-
ects and faith-enriching experiences.

During Lent, the students collect items —
canned goods, paper products, boxed goods
- for Upper Des Moines. Brown noted that
this is a project they are very proud of and
many contribute to it. During the summer,
Vacation Bible School is offered for the stu-
dents and this year Totus Tuus will be avail-
able.

This past year there were 50 volunteers
who helped with the religious education
program. Brown pointed out that the volun-
teers include a cross section of parishioners
and students from Buena Vista University.
Many come back every year.

History

St. Mary Parish began in a small building
that served as home for Catholics in January
of 1872, marking the first church of any
denomination in Buena Vista County. A
new church was built under the leadership of
Father Patrick Smith with the first Mass
being held in the fall of 1886.

St. Mary Church, Storm Lake

Under the leadership of Msgr. Cleo J.
Ivis, the current St. Mary’s Church was built.
The cornerstone was laid in August 1953.

Father William Cooke, who became pas-
tor in 1909, had a desire to open a Catholic
school for the young people of St. Mary’s
Church. The building that had served as the
Congregational and Presbyterian churches
was the site of the first St. Mary’s School in
1912. That building served as a school for 15
years.

The Sisters of St. Francis in Clinton
answered the call to run St. Mary’s School.
Seeing the need for a “fireproof” building
for the children, the new school was com-
pleted in 1926.

A change in teaching staff came in 1949
when the Franciscan sisters left and the
Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed

Virgin Mary from Dubuque arrived to serve
the school. A few of those sisters still serve
the school today.

The new high school building and gym-
nasium-auditorium was dedicated in
October 1957. Another addition to the high
school was made in 1963.

Under Father Clair Boes’s parish leader-
ship, an addition and remodeling of the
grade school and administrative areas was
completed in 1993.

Major renovation of the interior of the
church began in 2004 with the beginnings of
construction. The last of it is being finished
this year. The renovation included the addi-
tion of the gathering area, conference room,
handicapped restrooms, reroofing the build-
ing, new boilers and the Our Lady of
Guadalupe Chapel.

SOS thrift store prowdes for school, community

By KATIE LEFEBVRE
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STORM LAKE - The “Chairman of the
Board” - Jesus Christ — has had a hand in
making the SOS Thrift Store in Storm Lake a
success, noted a board member.

“The ‘Chairman of the Board’ has been
with us every step of the way,” said Shirley
Kelley, a member of the board and parish-
ioner at St. Mary’s Parish in Storm Lake.
“There is no way that we human beings could
ever pull this off by ourselves.”

About five years ago there was a parent
meeting discussing finances of St. Mary’s
School.

“The idea for a thrift store came about
because of the thrift store (Bargain Center) in
Sioux City,” said Shirley Kelley, a member of
the board. “A board was formed, and we
looked for a building.”

The first building was located on Flint
Drive. Kelley said that they opened the doors
and hoped that they would have donations.

“They came from far and near,” she said.

“The community has been wonderful. The
diocese has been wonderful. The donations
kept coming.”

Donations to the store come from about a
around Storm Lake -

30 mile radius

Storm Lake
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Auto Center
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7127322474

Thrift store volunteers, Shirley Kelley,
Wayne Andrews and Donna Pishek,
straighten clothes.

Emmetsburg, Pocahontas, Primghar, Paulina,
etc.

In July, the thrift store will celebrate being
in its current location, 429 Cayuga, north-
west of the church, for one year. The move
was necessary due to the amount of dona-
tions the store receives.

Donations have increased by 30 percent
since they moved into the new building,
noted Wayne Andrews, a member of the
board.

The thrift store is run by a volunteer staff
- no one is on the payroll. There is a manage-
ment team and a board of directors. Kelley

mentioned that the volunteers are mainly
retirees and members of St. Mary’s Church.

“It brings the community together,” said
Donna Pishek, also a member of the board.
“We also have volunteers from other church-
es in town.”

Parents of students attending St. Mary’s
School are asked to work on Saturdays during
the school year.

“We are thankful for all the volunteers and
community support we have. Without them
we wouldn’t be able to survive,” said
Andrews. “They do a great job.”

The proceeds from the thrift store go to
the school to make up the per pupil differ-
ence in tuition, pointed out Andrews.

“I think a religious-based education is so
important to carry them through life,” said
Kelley.

The SOS Thrift Store has been awarded
the 2009 Governor’s Volunteer Award for
outstanding contribution of volunteer service
to the community. The store was nominated
by Bev Mach, principal at St. Mary’s School.
The award was presented at Buena Vista
University on June 23.

The store hours are Monday through
Friday 12 to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Servicing
Storm Lake,
Pocahontas,
Fonda, Sac

Cherokee,
Manson
John Dimig  712-213-2632

lumbus Insurance

City, Laurens,

NEED A NURSING HOME
THAT GIVES QUALITY
WITH LOVE?

The Buena Vista Manor
Care Center

Storm Lake
712-732-1911
www.fratzkejensen.com

wwwifitzpatrickavto.com

Your Full Line GM Dealer

v/ Whole Life v Long Term Care v Term Life v Estate Preservation
v Annuities v Financial Needs Analysis v Rollovers v Tax Deferred
Savings Plans v IRA-Roth IRA- SEP - TSA
Rated AAA (Extremely Strong) by Standard & Poor’s
Rated A++ (Superior) by A.M. Best

1325 Lake Ave - 732-3254
Storm Lake




