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Jetterson parish to celebrate building anniversary

By KATIE LEFEBVRE
Globe staff reporter

JEFFERSON - The St. Joseph Church building in
Jefferson is turning 100 this year. A celebration will be held
Sept. 18-20.

On Friday, a musical recital will be held with an opera
singer from New York, a classical player from San Francisco
and a music minister from a parish in Las Vegas, who is a
pianist who accompanies entertainers.

Saturday morning there will be a panel of former resi-
dents talking about the church’s influence in their lives and
their experiences during their days there. At 4:30 p.m. a
Mass will be celebrated by Bishop R. Walker Nickless fol-
lowed by a banquet. Msgr. Kevin McCoy, a native son, will
be the speaker at the banquet.

On Sunday, a brunch will be served after the 10 a.m.
Mass. Throughout the weekend tours of the church will be
given with emphasis on the stained glass windows, noted
Father Don Ries, pastor at St. Joseph’s.

On Aug. 30, parishioners are invited to the cemetery to
interact with characters from the past. The characters will be
priests from the beginning of the parish including Father
Zimmerman and Father J.P. McGuire, two priests who
served the longest at St. Joseph’s. The characters will talk to
visitors about their “lives” in Jefferson.

“We are also putting out a book that has anecdotes writ-
ten by current and previous members of the parish,” said
Father Ries. “We are doing many activities leading up to this
just to get to know the parish better and appreciate 1t.”

History

In the beginning, a resident pastor from Fort Dodge
would travel to Jefferson for Masses. Then a pastor from
Boone would celebrate Masses.

St. Joseph’s was a mission of St. Brigid’s Parish in Grand
Junction. In 1877, an existing church building was purchased
and converted into Jefferson’s first Catholic Church.

In 1893, Father O’Farrell, who had previously served as a
missionary pastor in Jefferson, became the first permanent
pastor of St. Joseph’s. Father Bernard O’Reilly became pas-
tor of St. Joseph’s in 1902, and Father John McAuliffe suc-
ceeded him in 1908.

In 1909 and 1910, the present St. Joseph’s Church was
built at a cost of $20,000. Furniture brought the total to
$25,000. Within a few years, the rectory was built at a cost

of $15,000. Contributions for the rectory came from parish-
ioners of St. Paul’s Parish of Scranton, then a mission of St.
Joseph’s.

Renovations were done to the interior of the church in
2002 and at the moment the ramp into the church is being
redone.

During Father ].P. McGuire’s pastorate (1955-1969), the
parish was the first in the diocese to form a broadly based
religious education program. In 1971, a parish center and
religious education facility was built.

From 1971 to 1977, four Franciscan sisters in residence at
St. Joseph’s, directed religious education for the youth. Since
then, a full-time director has supervised the program. The
current DRE and youth minister is Shannon Duffy.

“St. Joes’s stands out as having one of the most complete
religious ed programs,” said Father Ries.

To date, St. Joseph’s has produced five priests, including
Father Victor Ramaeker, Father Bill Brunner, Msgr. Kevin
McCoy, Father Thomas Walker and Father Jeremy Wind.

The parish now

There are currently about 300 families that are parish-
ioners at St. Joseph’s, which has been a consistent number
over the years, said Father Ries, pastor since 2000.

St. Joseph’s is one of the four parishes in Greene County
and is linked with St. Brigid’s in Grand Junction. The other
parishes are St. Paul in Scranton and St. Columbkille in
Churdan.

Father Ries noted that some of the ministries are done
together with St. Brigid’s and some are done separate.

“The parish is very involved in ecumenical activities,”
said Father Ries. “This parish started a food bank that is now
a county-wide food and clothing bank that all churches of
the county participate in and work at.”

The Knights of Columbus council raises money each year
that is given to vocations. Women of the parish are active in
the DCCW and Catholic Daughters.

“Everyone likes to be a full-service parish,” said the pas-
tor. “We try to provide the activities, involvement and serv-
ice within the parish and within the community *

Not only does the parish have religious education and
youth ministry programs, but an adult education program is
in place as well.

As part of the adult faith formation, there are three faith
sharing groups and a Bible study. The faith festivals held

St. Joseph Church, Jefferson

incorporate an adult component as well. Sheilah Pound, a
parishioner, is the adult faith formation coordinator. She has
put together an adult resource library that is available to
parishioners.

Pound, also the music coordinator since 1998, chooses all
of the music for Masses, prayer services and events at the
parish. She coordinates with the music ensembles — youth
choir, children’s choir, adult choir and guitar ensemble — and
schedules the cantors.

“Music ministry brings the congregation to a whole new
understanding of liturgy. Music and liturgy have always gone
together,” said Pound. “When everything comes together,
you have a fantastic feeling that the Spirit is with us.”

Faith formation, youth ministry teach importance of falth service

By KATIE LEFEBVRE

Globe staff reporter

JEFFERSON - The faith for-
mation and youth ministry pro-
grams at St. Joseph Parish involves
youth in parish, diocesan and ecu-
menical activities.

There are about 130 children in
the St. Joseph/St. Paul (Scranton)
faith formation program. The first
through twelfth grade classes meet
each Wednesday evening. Faith
festivals are also held during the
year for children and adults of the
parish.

“While working with families,
with children in faith formation
over the years, my goal has always
been to take people where they are
at, challenge them to grow and
give them a positive experience of
the Catholic faith,” said Shannon
Duffy, who is going into his sev-
enth year as DRE and youth min-
ister at St. Joseph’s.

Faith formation

Some activities and prayer
opportunities that are held for the
faith formation students through

the year include reconciliation and
prayer services, children’s Mass,
Halloween/All Saints activities,
Christmas program, Jesus Day, etc.
On the diocesan level, students
from the parish attend Camp
CAYOCA each year.

“I believe faith formation is a
lifelong process, from womb to
tomb, and we are all in this togeth-
er,” said Duffy. “I have always
attempted to merge the head
(information) with the heart (joy
and powerful spiritual experi-
ences). [ believe knowing Jesus
and our Catholic faith is much dif-
ferent than knowing about Jesus
and our Catholic faith.”

Vacation Bible School is held
each summer. This year there were
17 high schoolers, 11 middle
schoolers and 10 adults who
helped and 122 children who
attended. It is an ecumenical pro-
gram that brings children from
seven churches together.

“In many ways, people have
always felt comfortable to step up
and help,” said Duffy. “If there is a
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need they are willing to step up
and fill it.”

Youth Ministry

Youth group is held one
Wednesday a month for the high
school students. This involves the
students in service and religious
activities.

The high school students partic-
ipate in the contemporary Stations
of the Cross, Nativity Scavenger
Hunt, purchasing and presenting
Christmas gifts for mentally chal-
lenged, making cards for elderly,
writing messages on Easter eggs for
children on Easter Sunday, Cans
for Kids and much more.

A Kids Against Hunger event
was held in the area and involved
all the parishes of Greene County
as well as other community mem-
bers. There were about 300 volun-
teers.

On the diocesan and national
level, Duffy sends students to the
Youth Rally, National Catholic
Youth  Conference (NCYC),
Search, Discover, Christian
Leadership Institute, etc.

On an individual level, Duffy
mentioned that he is trying to
incorporate non-gathered youth
ministry by sending birthday cards
to the students and recognizing
them for achievements.

“T have been reading a lot about
non-gathered youth ministry —
what can you do to make kids feel
special, even when you are not
coming to an event?” said he said.
“Every year [ am trying to pick one
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Youth participate in a Vacation Bible School activity in Jefferson

thing that is non-gathered to make
the students feel special.”

There are seven parents and/or
teachers on the religious education
and youth ministry board at St.
Joseph’s. Duffy said that the board
is “very active” and helps him with
schedules, ideas and getting volun-
teers.

The board members take on
responsibilities for different events
to help Duffy out, he said.
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