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Two cultures, one faith,

By KARA KOCZUR
Globe staff reporter

DENISON - When it comes to figur-
ing out how to bring parishioners togeth-
er, especially its Anglo and Hispanic mem-
bers, the answer for St. Rose of Lima is
food.

“Every year in August on the Feast of
St. Rose we’ve done a parish cultural fair
and we try to mix all the foods,” said
Father Paul Kelly, pastor. “There’s a mix-
ture of both Hispanic and Anglo members
who help put that on. ... Whenever you
can have an event with food, then that’s
when you can get people to work together
and come together as a parish.”

Residents of Denison first began com-
ing together as a mission parish for the first
15 year of the city. The first frame church
was built in 1872, but the church was
enlarged not long after to make room for
the growing Catholic community. The
parish was served by resident priests in Vail
until 1887 when St. Rose received its own
resident pastor.

In 1889 a school and convent was estab-
lished, served by the German-speaking
Brown Franciscan nuns from Dubuque.
They were replaced by the Sisters of St.
Francis from Clinton in 1906 and in 1913
the present school building, which houses
preK-6 grades, was constructed.

By 1896 the parish was continuing to
grow and plans were made to build a new
church for $20,000. In 1952-53 the frame
school-convent was torn down and a brick
convent replaced it. By 1977 the Sisters of
St. Francis left Denison and for the first
time the school was staffed by lay people.
With no need for a convent, the old rectory
was sold and the convent became the new
rectory.

St. Rose of Lima didn’t stop growing,
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however, and in August 2005 parishioners
moved into their present worship space.
Waiting for a new bishop, the church wasn’t
dedicated until February 2006 after Bishop
R. Walker Nickless was made shepherd of
the Diocese of Sioux City.

The new church building is a source of
pride for parishioners, Father Kelly said.

“I think that the greatest pride of the
parish is in the facility, the newness of it and
the pride that comes along with having a
house of worship,” he said, adding that he
receives many comments regarding the
church’s beauty.

Father Kelly added that besides the
cleaning lady, the church has many volun-
teers that help keep it running smooth and
looking nice.

“We have a team of men who take turns
opening and locking every day,” he said.
“We have people who check bathrooms and
who go through picking up papers and may
get the paint brush out and touch up the
paint.”

Father Kelly estimates that St. Rose has
500-600 Anglo families and another 200-
250 Hispanic families. The demographic is
aging, he said, though there are a number
of younger families. The Hispanic families
bring youth and enthusiasm to the parish,
he added.

“I do 90 baptisms a year and 80 of those
are Hispanic,” he said. “They are the ones
who are basically in the charismatic renew-
al. They run three retreats a year and they
do a good amount of evangelization in the
community.”

He added that they also enrich the
prayer life of the parish through their
many devotions, such as Our Lady of
Guadalupe, and by praying novenas before
feast days.

While there are separate English and
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St. Rose of Lima, Denison

Spanish Masses each weekend, the parish
does hold four bilingual Masses each year:
Thanksgiving, Ash Wednesday, Holy
Thursday and Holy Saturday.

The parish provides several ministries,
including Knights of Columbus, Legion of
Mary, Charismatic Renewal, Ladies Guild,
youth group, choir and three Hispanic
choirs. There are also adult education
courses and RCIA in both English and
Spanish, as well as a Spanish religious edu-
cation section for First Communion.

Religious education classes span grades
1-12, with 170 students participating, said
DRE Carolyn Von Tersch. The program
does retreats, Stations of the Cross in
Lent, service projects, All Saints Day activ-
ities, Sacramental Stations, the T-3 Bible
Study and other activities throughout the
year.

Von Tersch said her goal for the stu-
dents is “to create faith memories for the
students and expand their Catholic iden-
tity.”

The bilingual community at St. Rose of
Lima presents challenges, Father Kelly said,
but it allows him to work on his Spanish,
which he enjoys. His favorite things about
working at the parish are the beauty of the
facilities and grounds and the people he
serves.

“My predecessors have done a good job
of building and maintaining the buildings
and grounds,” he said. “I've found that
there’s a spirit of cooperation and generos-
ity and volunteerism that’s very alive in the
parish in both [Anglo and Hispanic] com-
munities.”

You may contact Kara Koczur at
karak@scdiocese.org.
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By KARA KOCZUR
Globe staff reporter

DENISON - With a significant portion of
the parish’s money and energy invested in it,
St. Rose of Lima School is very important to
parishioners, Father Paul Kelly said.

Ninety students in grades K-6 attend the
school, which also has a preschool classroom.
The school environment and curriculum sup-
plement the students’ Catholic faith and
allow them to practice their faith each and
every day, said Susan King, principal.

“We think that’s our strong suit — that they
get religion and get to talk about Jesus all day
long,” she said. “We put that in every aspect
of our curriculum.”

The Catholic faith can be found in reading
and math discussions and art and music class-
es, King said. The priests come over at times
to help with the religion curriculum and faith
principles can even be found in physical edu-
cation classes.

Throughout the year the school does vari-
ous projects and activities. They celebrate
Right to Life Month in October, do a Jesse
Tree in Advent, have Lent activities in the
Spring and in May celebrate the Coronation
of Mary. They also do a living rosary with
members of the parish community.

St. Rose of Lima School

The community is also involved in a
school program called Prayer Partners. When
a child arrives in kindergarten, he or she is
paired with an adult and that adult and child
remain partners through sixth grade.

“They’re like grandparents or people in the
community who would like to help the chil-
dren supplement their Catholic education
through the Prayer Partner program,” King
said. “They attend Mass with the students. . .
[and] they come to the school, they visit the
kids, they bring them special treats.”

A special program is held for the Prayer
Partners at the end of the year, she added.
Because students are paired with the same

adults all through grade school, King said, the
growth of the students as Catholics is evident
to their partners.

King said that enrollment is seeing a slight
increase, and means that this coming year
will be the last year there will be a combined
classroom. But size doesn’t matter to King.

“Our motto of the school is ‘Small enough
to challenge, big enough to care,” and I really
like that slogan, I think it sums up a lot,” she
said. “Being a small community and having a
small school, you really get that sense of com-
munity and working together and being
Catholic together and what that really is all
about.”

Once students graduate, most attend pub-
lic school, she said, though some opt to trav-
el to Kuemper to continue receiving a
Catholic education. No matter where stu-
dents continue their studies, King said the
goal for their students is that they take their
faith with them.

“We want them to continue their Catholic
faith and to grow as Catholics throughout
their lives,” she said. “We want to give them
the foundation so that they’re able to do that
and contribute to society as productive citi-
zens.”
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