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Generosity alive and well in Danbury parish
By KARA KOCZUR
Globe staff reporter

DANBURY – The brick structure of St.
Mary Church stands as a testament to the
centrality of the Catholic faith in the lives
of its parishioners. 

Throughout the years they have volun-
teered their time, talent and treasure, in
order to make it an icon of the community.

“It’s family,” said Father Terry Roder,
pastor. “Their parents, their grandparents,
their great-grandparents sacrificed for the
beauty of this place, to pass it on. They have
instilled that basic sense of pride and own-
ership in the church to succeeding genera-
tions.”

St. Mary’s lineage extends all the way
back to 1898, when a group of German
immigrants formed the parish. In 1909 the
cornerstone of the current building was laid
and in 1949 the other Catholic parish in
Danbury, St. Patrick’s, joined with St.
Mary’s. Both parishes’ Catholic schools also
combined in 1951: the grade school
became St. Mary’s and the high school
became Danbury Catholic. 

The Catholic school arrangement only
lasted until 1968, when the high school
closed and the grade school became
Danbury Catholic. 

Today around 225 families belong to St.
Mary’s, which is clustered with St. Joseph’s
in Anthon, St. Mary Mapleton and St.
Mary Oto. During various times of the year,
the cluster will gather for different func-
tions, Father Roder said, such as an Advent
or Lenten retreat, youth roller skating night
and an all-cluster outdoor Mass and picnic.
When possible, they also hold their RCIA
program together.

“Besides gathering together to do the
religious things and the service things that
we do as a cluster, we also do the fun, social

things together,” he said.
The Knights of Columbus are also very

active in the cluster, hosting breakfasts and
the annual elementary and junior high free
throw contest. Women of St. Mary’s also
belong to the DCCW, as well as to the
Rosary Society, which does several big proj-
ects throughout the year, Father Roder said.

“A recent one they’ve added is a
Valentine’s Getaway, where they either pur-
chase or get a discount on a weekend stay at
some hotel in Sioux City with movie and
dinner passes and things like that,” he said,
adding that the weekend is then raffled off.

The Rosary Society also does an apple
pie bake sale in the fall and a cookie bake at
Christmas.

One of the most important aspects of
the parish is Danbury Catholic School,
which has 41 students enrolled in grades
preK – 6.

“[The school] is an expression of the
faith and the hope of the families and of the
church to give the best start to their kids
that they can give,” Father Roder said.

Since the school relies on a single parish
to support it, and a small parish at that,
Father Roder said fundraisers are a big part
of their lives. 

Not counting their costs, St. Mary’s
parishioners respond generously to the
needs of their school and parish. This past
fall at their barbecue auction they raised
over $51,000, and Father Roder estimates
they raised $15,000 to $18,000 at their
chicken dinner in August. A fall dinner
dance this November is expected to bring in
another $12,000 to $13,000.

Around harvest time people also donate
to the parish’s silo fund, out of their pro-
ceeds from selling grain. The money is then
used for larger church and school improve-

ments.
“This last year for $35,000 we replaced

the boilers in the school,” the priest said.
“Just a couple years ago we did some repairs
to our slate roof.”

And the generosity of St. Mary’s parish-
ioners doesn’t end with the school and
parish. It extends into the community with
programs such as Adopt-a-Family. Each year
in early November, Kristy Liechti, principal
of Danbury Catholic, contacts service
organizations such as the Mapleton Food
Pantry or Catholic Charities to get a list of
needy families and what they would like for
Christmas.

Liechti then sends a list of desired items
home with the students at Thanksgiving
break. This year the school will help
between 20 and 25 people.

“The parents are able to supply gifts and
hopefully they would make their purchases
with their children,” she said. “They bring
those gifts to school and we have a specified
day in which students wrap the gifts as a
classroom activity.”

In the past Liechti has then loaded up
her minivan and transported the gifts to the
service organization. The vehicle is usually
so jam-packed, she said, that there’s not a
lot of arm room left.

“The service organizations we have
always provided for are always astounded at
how giving our small school is and with the
quantity that they give for these people in
need,” Liechti said. “That’s really a reflec-
tion of our parents and our community of
how giving and generous they are.”

The community service project is espe-
cially important for the students, Liechti
said, because it exposes them to the “art of
giving.”

“You get hyped up in the holiday itself,

but it’s much more important to give things
to other people when you are given in
abundance and share your treasures and tal-
ents that you have with those in need,” she
said. “So it’s a nice modeling activity for
students that bridges home and school
together.”

St. Mary’s understands the importance
of giving to others. The church speaks to the
people of tradition, Father Roder said, and
therefore they give what they have to pre-
serve its beauty for future generations.

“They take pride in it,” Father Roder said,
“and try to be a welcoming community.”
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DANBURY – For over the past 15 years
St. Mary’s parishioners have gathered the
second weekend in October to do a little
peeling, a little mixing and a little pressing.

The peeling, mixing and pressing is all
part of the Rosary Society’s apple pie proj-
ect. And they don’t do just a little, but a lot.

“We usually have the doors open by 6-o-

clock that morning and we stay until we
have all [the pies] done,” said Babe
McBride, member of the Rosary Society.

This fall they sold 505 dutch apple pies
and 739 pie crusts. People ordered pies from
as far away as Sioux Falls, S.D., and Maskell,
Neb. Originally receiving a free sample of
1,000 pie tins, the demand was so high that
they needed to request more.

“This was the first year we offered the pie
crust shells,” Father Roder said, which
added to the high demand. “We’d freeze
them two in a pack. That way they could
take them home and fill them with whatev-
er pie filling they wanted.”

While the project is put on by the Rosary
Society, it’s a parish-wide activity. Men,
women and children sign up to work
throughout the day. Confirmation students
also have the opportunity to fulfill some of
their service hours. 

In order to increase efficiency, stations
are set up consisting of peeling and cutting
the apples, mixing the coating for the apples
and filling the crusts, mixing the dough,
pressing the crusts in the tins, mixing the
topping and then putting the pies and
crusts into bags and boxes and into the
freezer. As soon as they are made, someone

starts calling the customers to come and
pick up their pre-ordered pies, who then put
the pies in their own freezers to use when
needed.

When it comes to peeling and mixing
the apples, as well as running the peelings
out to the dumpster, McBride has found
the youth’s help to be invaluable.

“There have been times where if it had-
n’t been for the kids there to help out, we
might not have got home until midnight,”
she said.

Another invaluable tool that has cut
back on time is their pie crust machine.
Acquired in 2007, McBride calls it a
“Godsend.”

“It got to the point where it was just
killing the people’s backs, especially since
the older women were the ones usually
rolling the pie crust out,” she said. “I just
finally said enough is enough and we’ve got
to find an easier way of doing this.”

If everything is running smoothly, the
machine can press 500 pie crusts an hour.

Ingredients are bought at the local grocer
through monetary donations, and the last
couple years the apples have also been
donated. Together with the free pie tins, St.
Mary’s was able to sell the pies for $10 and

the crusts for $1 each.
The money raised is used for repairs or

replacements needed for the school or
parish, such as carpeting in the school-
rooms, McBride said. In September the
society also used the funds to buy several
Rosaries and Chaplets of the Unborn that
people could have through a donation.
Throughout October and the night before
the election, the parish prayed the rosary for
the end of abortion, she added.

While the apple pie project has been
completed for only a little over a month,
the Rosary Society is already gearing up for
next year. With the recent fluctuation of the
economy, they decided to purchase 7,500
tins to last them through the next six years. 

The support of the apple pie project
pulls the parish together as a family,
McBride said, which then lets people know
that there’s a place to come if they need
help. She said it’s particularly good for the
kids to witness.

“I think it’s important that the kids step
in and help out also,” McBride said. “They
see that if it wasn’t for everyone coming
together, then they wouldn’t have a com-
munity family to look forward to as they
grow in the parish and in the school.”

Annual apple pie project sure is sweet
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Father Roder, left, and members of St.
Mary’s work at their apple pie stations
surrounding the pie crust machine.
(Photo courtesy of Bonnie Boyle)


